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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

I am pleased and honored to have joined the Department of 
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at the University of Kansas 
School of Medicine since early April 2020. I congratulate and 
compliment the outstanding accomplishments our faculty, trainees, 
and staff have made in this unprecedented time of COVID-19 
pandemic.

I am very fortunate to have the opportunity to work with more 
than forty preeminent faculty, spanning from emerging leaders to 
highly accomplished physicians and/or scientists with national and 
international reputation. Our trainees in clinical and basic science, 
drawn from leading institutions around the world, immensely 
enhance the vitality of our department, while our extremely 
dedicated staff in the department contribute to various aspects of 
our departmental mission. 

To lead the nation for excellence in patient care, education, and 
discovery, as well as community engagement, the department will 
undergo restructuring, reorganization, and intensive recruiting. This 
will enhance further subspecialization in clinical service, increase 
productivity and reputation of academic activities, and attract the 
best and most talented trainees and scholars to our department. I 
am appreciative to everyone for your support. Now more than ever, 
there is the need to share the excellent work being done by our 
faculty, trainees, and staff. I will be delighted to share with you our 
successes on a quarterly basis by way of this newsletter. 

Read the chair’s message online: 
kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology

http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology.html


Faculty and staff from our department helped establish 
an in-house testing program for our clinical partner, The 
University of Kansas Health System (TUKHS) .

In March the Special Chemistry team, led by Rachael 
Liesman, Ph.D., initiated a round-the-clock, three-day 
project to repurpose two existing lab instruments to 
perform molecular diagnostic testing for COVID-19. Since 
that time, the Special Chemistry and Microbiology teams, 
in the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, 
have tested over 105,000 specimens using 4 different 
COVID-19 assays to provide rapid and accurate testing to 
TUKHS as well as community and hospital partners across 
the state of Kansas. This has tremdously improved our 
patient care in the region.

COVID-19 RESPONSE

From right: initiative leader Rachael Liesman, Ph.D., lab members Marissa Larson and Kelsey Woodard.

IN-HOUSE TESTING PROGRAM ESTABLISHED

By October 2020  
these amazing  

laboratory professionals had 
processed and completed 

more than 100,000 
COVID-19 PCR tests!



DAILY COVID-19 TESTS IN THE MICROBIOLOGY LABORATORY, DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY AND 
LABORATORY MEDICINE, UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS MEDICAL CENTER (SINCE MARCH 2020)
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DEPARTMENT LEADERSHIP

Join us in thanking our department leaders  
for their service, especially those stepping into 
new roles this year.

Timothy Fields, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor and Vice Chair for Research and  
Faculty Development; Director, Medical Scientist 
Training Program (MSTP)

Andy Godwin, Ph.D. 
Professor and Division Director, 
Genomic Diagnostics* 

Fred V. Plapp, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor and Executive Vice Chair for Clinical 
Affairs*, Medical Director, Clinical Laboratories

Soumen Paul, Ph.D. 
Professor and Director, Pathology Graduate 
Program; Director, Center for Perinatal Research, 
Institute*, Institute for Reproduction and Perinatal 
Research 

Janet Woodroof, M.D. 
Clinical Professor and Division Director, 
Anatomic Pathology*; Director of Quality in 
Anatomic Pathology

Da Zhang, M.D., MSc 
Professor and Director, Hematopathology 
Fellowship*

*denotes new role.

FACULTY NEWS

ACADEMIC PROMOTION & TENURE

Please join us in congratulating the following 
faculty on their successful promotion, effective 
July 1, 2020. Thank you for your valuable 
contributions to the Department. Well done!

Garth Fraga, M.D. 
Professor

Rashna Madan, MBBS 
Professor

Janet Woodroof, M.D. 
Clinical Professor

Elizabeth J. Friedman, M.D. 
Clinical Associate Professor

Mohammad Rumi, MBBS, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor with Tenure

FAC U LT Y  AWA R D S   AT  2 0 1 9 -2 02 0 
G R A D U AT I O N

Fang Fan, M.D., Ph.D. 
M2 Mighty Punch

Elizabeth J. Friedman, M.D. 
Best Faculty Teacher

Sharad C. Mathur, M.D. 
Ruth Bohan Teaching Professorship Award 
Outstanding M2 Lecturer Award  
M1 Most Inspiring Award

Andrew K. Godwin, M.D., Ph.D. 
Higuchi Award and Dolph C. Simons, Sr. Award 
in the Biomedical Sciences

http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/faculty-and-staff/basic-science-faculty/timothy-a-fields-md-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/godwin-laboratory/andrew-k-godwin-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/faculty-and-staff/clinical-faculty/fred-v-plapp-md-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/godwin-laboratory/andrew-k-godwin-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/faculty-and-staff/clinical-faculty/janet-woodroof-md.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/faculty-and-staff/clinical-faculty/da-zhang-md-msc.html


WELCOME NEW FACULTY

Wenjing (Wendy) Cao, M.D., Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Division 
of Cancer & Developmental 
Biology-July 2020 | She focuses 
on hemostasis and thrombosis, 
especially the biology of von 

Willebrand factor, coagulation factor VIII and ADAMTS

Ameer Hamza, M.D. 
Assistant Professor,  
Division of Anatomic Pathology–
July 2020 | His clinical and research 
focus is on genitourinary pathology.

Mohammad Haeri, M.D., Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor,  
Division of Anatomic Pathology–
August 2020 | His clinical interest 
is in neuropathology and ocular 
pathology, and he also directs the 

Neuropathology Core at the KU Alzheimer’s Disease 
Center. His research focuses on exploring pathological 
events leading to neuronal degeneration in the brain 
and finding early molecular events leading to loss of 
neurons. 

Stephen Hyter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor and Interim 
Assistant Director, Division of 
Genomic Diagnostics Clinical 
Molecular Oncology Laboratory 
(CMOL)–July 2020 | His primary 

clinical responsibilities are to support the Director 
of the CMOL. He will also support the day-to-day 
operations of the CMOL and its staff and perform 
various clinical activities. He was promoted to Clinical 
Assistant Professor prior to being named Interim 
Director. 

Liang Zheng, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Division 
of Cancer & Developmental 
Biology–July 2020  | His research 
primarily focuses on hemostasis 
and thrombosis, in particular, 

the murine and zebrafish models of thrombotic 
thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP). He is the expert in 
CRISPR technology and zebrafish models of diseases.

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Fang Fan, M.D., Ph.D.  
Barbara F. Atkinson, M.D. 
Endowed Professor; Director, 
Cytopathology Fellowship 
We are very appreciative of the 
outstanding leadership Dr. Fan 

provided as interim Chair of the Department of 
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine from January 
2017 to March 2020, as well as her continued 
dedication and commitment to excellence.

Mark T. Cunningham, M.D. 
Professor 
Join us in thanking Dr. Cunningham  
for his outstanding leadership of 
the hematopathology fellowship 
program for the last 6 years 

and his continued commitment as a role model 
of professionalism, high quality patient care, and 
educational excellence.

Maura F. O’Neil, M.D. 
Associate Professor 
We appreciate Dr. O’Neil’s 
service as division director of 
anatomic pathology for the past 
three years. Her dedication and 

outstanding contributions to the department are 
very much appreciated.

Lowell L. Tilzer, M.D., Ph.D. 
Emeritus Professor 
After 30 years of dedicated 
service to the department, 
Dr. Tilzer has transitioned to 
Emeritus Professor status, 

effective 7/1/20. We especially appreciate his past 
service as department chair from 2009-2014. Best 
wishes, Dr. Tilzer!

Learn more about members of our department: 
kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology

http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/faculty-and-staff/basic-science-faculty/wendy-cao-md-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/faculty-and-staff/clinical-faculty/ameer-hamza-md.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/faculty-and-staff/clinical-faculty/mohammad-haeri-md-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/godwin-laboratory/lab-members/stephen-hyter-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/irpr/our-researchers/liang-zheng-phd.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology.html


NEWEST ALUMNI: 2020 GRADUATES

In a year of firsts, the 2020 PGY4 Resident and 
Fellows Graduation and Awards took place via 
Zoom on Saturday, June 6, 2020.

Congratulations, graduates!

AP/CP RESIDENCY
KATIE DENNIS, M.D., PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Karsten Evans, M.D. 
Cytopathology Fellowship 
University of Kansas  
Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 

Shane Weindel, M.D. 
Cytopathology Fellowship 
University of Kansas  
Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 

CYTOPATHOLOGY FELLOWSHIP
FANG FAN, M.D., PH.D., PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Daniel Mettman, M.D. 
Hematopathology Fellowship 
University of Kansas  
Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 

Regina Plummer, DO 
Hematopathology Fellowship 
University of Kansas  
Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 

ALUMNI NEWS

HEMATOPATHOLOGY FELLOWSHIP
MARK CUNNINGHAM, M.D., PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Stephen Albrecht, DO 
Pediatric Pathology Fellowship 
Children’s Mercy Hospital 
Kansas City, MO

SURGICAL PATHOLOGY FELLOWSHIP
RASHNA MADAN, MBBS, PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Ryan Glass, M.D. 
Cytopathology Fellowship  
Dartmouth-Hitchcock  
Medical Center, Lebanon, NH

POST-SOPHOMORE FELLOWSHIP
RASHNA MADAN, MBBS, PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Jared Bodine 
KCUMB Medical Student and 
MBA Candidate, Rockhurst 
University Helzberg School of 
Management, Kansas City, MO

Kevin Parr 
University of Kansas Medical 
Student, JayDoc Student 
Physician, Kansas City, KS 

Read more at:  
kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/news

https://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/news.html


RESIDENCY PROGRAM
CLASS OF 2018

Feras Ally, M.D., completed a Hematopathology 
Fellowship at City of Hope in Duarte, California, and 
now works at The University of Washington in Seattle.

Arlette Habashi-Daniel, M.D., completed Surgical 
Pathology and Cytopathology Fellowships at 
the University of Oregon and now works at the 
University of Oregon.

Manuel Lora Gonzalez, M.D., completed a 
Cytology Fellowship at the University of Miami and 
a Head and Neck Surgical Pathology Fellowship at 
Washington University in St. Louis, and now works 
at The University of Alabama at Birmingham.

Tiffany Hollenbeck, DO, completed a fellowship 
in Forensic Pathology at the Jackson County 
Medical Examiner’s office in Kansas City, MO, and 
now works as a Forensic Pathologist at the same 
institution. 

CLASS OF 2019

Daniel Mettman, M.D., completed Cytopathology 
Fellowship here at the University of Kansas and 
now works at the VA Medical Center in Kansas 
City, MO.

Laura Brown, M.D., completed a 
Hematopathology Fellowship at University of 
California San Francisco and now works at the 
same institution.

Xiuxu Chen, M.D., Ph.D., completed a GI 
Pathology Fellowship at Mt. Sinai in New York and 
now works at Loyola University Medical Center in 
Chicago.

Stephen Albrecht, DO, completed a 
Hematopathology Fellowship here at the 
University of Kansas and is currently in a Pediatric 
Pathology Fellowship at Children’s Mercy in 
Kansas City MO.

ALUMNI: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
CLASS OF 2018

Cytopathology Fellowship

Paul Lee, M.D., Ph.D., completed his fellowship 
and accepted a faculty position in the Department 
of Pathology at the University of Cincinnati.

Maxwell Pike, M.D., completed his fellowship (was a 
KUMC Pathology resident 2013-2017) and accepted 
a position at MAWD Pathology Group in KC.

Hematopathology Fellowship

Aida Richardson, M.D., Ph.D., competed her 
fellowship (was a KUMC Pathology resident 2013-
2017) then a molecular pathology fellowship at 
University of Utah. Now is Attending Pathologist 
and Associate Director of Hematopathology, 
Molecular Diagnostics Laboratory, Department 
of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Assistant 
Professor of Pathology, Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine, Chicago, IL. 

Surgical Pathology Fellowship

Daniel Neill, M.D., completed his fellowship and 
went on to work at the Medical Foundation of 
South Bend, IN.

CLASS OF 2019

Cytopathology Fellowship

Erin Haer, DO, completed her fellowship and now 
works as an Assistant Professor in Pathology at 
the VA Medical Center in Kansas City, MO.

Sarah Kelting, M.D., completed her fellowship and 
now works as an Assistant Professor at KUMC/
Pathology.

Hematopathology Fellowship

Ahmed Noorsaeed, MBBS, completed his 
fellowship and then completed a Cytopathology 
Fellowship at Detroit Medical Center/Wayne State. 
Currently practicing in Saudi Arabia.



CURRENT TRAINEES

PATHOLOGY AND LABORATORY MEDICINE RESIDENTS, FELLOWS AND PSFS, 2020-2021

Welcome PGY1s and PSFs!Hanan Elsarraj, MBBCh
PGY1

Robert Hoyt, M.D.
PGY1

George Kostanian, M.D.
PGY1

Priscilla Quach, DO
PGY1

Angela France, DO
PGY2

Linlin Gao, MBBS
PGY3

Chris Jurief, DO
PGY2

Anna Heimes Dillon, M.D.
PGY3

Janna Shold, DO
PGY2

Brent Harbaugh, DO
PGY3

Josh Smith, DO
PGY2



For more information on current residents, fellows, 
and post-sophomore fellows visit: 
kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology.html

Andrew Ly, DO
PGY3

Paul McGowan, DO
PGY3

Keenan Hogan, M.D.
PGY4

Irfan Khan, M.D.
PGY4

Azhar Saeed, M.D.
PGY4

Karsten Evans, M.D. 
PGY5

Cytopathology Fellow

Regina Plummer, DO 
PGY6

Hemepathology Fellow

Daniel Kong

Medical Student
POST-SOPHOMORE FELLOW

Rakesh Sethapati, MBBS
PGY4

Shane Weindel, M.D. 
PGY5

Cytopathology Fellow

Ethar Al-Husseinawi, MBChB 
PGY5

Surgery Pathology Fellow

Payal Patel

Medical Student
POST-SOPHOMORE FELLOW

Raquele Laury, M.D.
PGY4

http://>>More information on current residents, fellows, and post-sophomore fellows
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/fellowships/current-fellows.html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology/undergraduate-medical-education-programs/post-sophomore-fellowship-(psf).html
http://www.kumc.edu/school-of-medicine/pathology.html


CURRENT NIH RESEARCH GRANTS

RESEARCH & 
SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES

Our department faculty have 
received nearly $10 million  

of grant support this year from  
National Institute of Health

Our department faculty have received nearly $10 million of grant support this year from National 
Institute of Health. This puts our department at top #13 in the nation among all State Universities and 
#24 in the nation in all universities in 2019, based on the Blue Ridge ranking* for NIH funding. This is a 
remarkable accomplishment. Thank you all for your contribution.

FARIBA BEHBOD, PHARMD, PH.D.
Identifying the Molecular and  
Cellular Basis of Invasive Phenotype 
in Human DCIS (FY 19) 
NCI $550,284

NIKKI CHENG, PH.D.
Progression of DCIS to Invasive 
Breast Cancer Through CCR2 
Chemokine Signaling (FY 20) 
NCI $99,545 
NIGMS $320,000

Role of Tumoral Derived CCL2 in 
Skeletal Muscle Wasting in Breast 
Cancer (FY 20) 
NCI $76,500

TIMOTHY FIELDS, M.D., PH.D.
Kansas Medical Scientist Training 
Program (FY 20) 
NIGMS $106,411

ANDREW GODWIN, PH.D.
The Kansas Institute for Precision 
Medicine (FY 20) 
NIGMS $382,500 
NIGMS $2,252,019

ANDREW K. GODWIN, PH.D., ET AL.
Targeting Kinesin Family Member 15 
for the Treatment of Cancer (FY 19) 
NCI $553,464

KHURSHEED IQBAL, PH.D.
Endocrine Disruptors, AHR 
Signaling, and Placentation (FY 19) 
NIEHS $229,500

ROY JENSEN, M.D.
Cancer Center Support Grant (FY 20) 
NCI $150,980 
NCI $497,280 
NCI $765,000 
NCI $75,167 
NCI $2,272,619

CHRISTOPHE NICOT, PH.D.
How HTLV-I Tax and HBZ Control 
Telomerase Activity to Induce Adult 
T-Cell Leukemia (FY 20)
NCI $346,995

SOUMEN PAUL, PH.D.
Gata Factor Function in Trophoblast 
(FY 20) 
NICHD $447,950

Atypical Protein Kinase C Signaling 
and Placentation (FY 20) 
NICHD $229,500

Hippo Signaling Effector and 
Placentation (FY 20) 
NICHD $472,558

MICHAEL SOARES, PH.D.
Normalizing Pathogen Exposure and 
Pregnancy (FY 20) 
NIAID $229,500

Anti-Coagulation Factors and 
Placentation (FY 20) 
NICHD $506,824

MICHAEL SOARES, PH.D., ET AL.
Environmental Exposures, AHR 
Activation, and Placental Origins of 
Development (FY 20) 
NIEHS $521,580

Trophoblast Differentiation (FY 20) 
NICHD $471,973

Trophoblast-Uterine Cell Dynamics at 
The Maternal-Fetal Interface (FY 20) 
NICHD $276,265

KAELA VARBERG, PH.D.
Regulation of Endovascular Trophoblast 
Cell Development and Uterine Spiral 
Artery Remodeling (FY 20) 
NICHD $65,310

X. LONG ZHENG, M.D., PH.D.
Novel Therapeutics for Acquired 
Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic 
Purpura (FY 20) 
NHLBI $457,707

* The Blue Ridge ranking for NIH funding can be found at
brimr.org/NIH_Awards/2019/NIH_Awards_2019

http://www.brimr.org/NIH_Awards/2019/NIH_Awards_2019.htm


KEY GRANTS

ANDREW GODWIN, PH.D.
Tumor-Derived Extracellular Vesicle 
In Ovarian Cancer 
Ovarian Cancer Research Alliance 
$291,818 annually; 1/1/20–12/31/22

ANDREW GODWIN, PH.D. & 
GLENSON SAMUEL, M.D.
Entinostat—A Promising Treatment 
Option for Refractory and Recurrent 
Ewing Sarcoma Patients 
Children’s Mercy Hospital  
[Masonic Cancer Alliance] 
$228,443 annually; 11/1/20–12/31/22

The Clinical Utility of Extracellular 
Vesicle Mirnas as Biomarkers of 
Chemosensitivity in Relapsed and 
Refractory Pediatric Ewing Sarcoma 
Children’s Mercy Hospital  
[Masonic Cancer Alliance] 
$237,06 annually; 11/1/20–12/31/22

SOUMEN PAUL, PH.D.
Hippo Signaling Effector and 
Placentation 
NIH/National Institute of Child Health 
& Human Development 
$472,558 annually; 4/1/20–3/31/25

STEVEN SOPER, PH.D. & 
ANDREW GODWIN, PH.D.
Diagnosing COVID-19 Using 
Microfluidic Enrichment and Label-
Free Counting of Sars-Cov-2 Particles 
National Institutes of Health / MU 
$349,660 (COVID-19 Supplement) 
9/2/20–8/31/21

X. LONG ZHENG, M.D., PH.D.
Novel Therapeutics for Aquired 
Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic 
Purpura 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
$457,707 annually; 4/4/19–3/31/24 

KEY PRESENTATIONS

ANDREW GODWIN, PH.D.
Liquid Gold in Precision Medicine: Tumor Associated Extracellular Vesicles 
for Minimally Invasive Diagnosis and Early Detection of Cancer 
4th Annual John J. Mikuta Lecture Endowed Lectureship in Gynecologic 
Oncology, Oct 19, 2020

KEENAN HOGAN, M.D. & FANG FAN, M.D., PH.D.
Accuracy and Clinical Significance of Intraoperative Retroareolar Margin 
Evaluation in Therapeutic Nipple-Sparing Mastectomies (Poster No. 138). 
Abstracts and Case Studies for the College of American Pathologists 2020 
Annual Meeting (CAP20 Virtual), Sept 1, 2020

View the abstract at: doi.org/10.5858/arpa.2020-0991-AB

RAQUELE LAURY, M.D., NIKA GLOYESKE, M.D., MAURA O’NEIL, M.D., 
RASHNA MADAN, MBBS & FANG FAN, M.D., PH.D.
Sentinel Lymph Node Evaluation in Patients With Node-Positive Breast 
Cancer Status After Neoadjuvant Systemic Therapy: An Institutional 
Experience (Poster No. 137) 
Abstracts and Case Studies for the College of American Pathologists 2020 
Annual Meeting (CAP20 Virtual), Sept 1, 2020

View the abstract at: doi.org/10.5858/arpa.2020-0991-AB

SOUMEN PAUL, PH.D.
Dr. Paul was interviewed by the journal “Science” on news about the recent 
advancement of trophoblast stem cell research. 

The news and his comments can be found at: sciencemag.org/
news/2020/09/stem-cells-offer-new-glimpse-how-placenta-emerges-
and-how-fetus-sustaining-organ-can

X. LONG ZHENG, M.D., PH.D.
Thrombosis, Blood Cells and Transfusion Study Section 
Invited panelist on the Hemostasis, Thrombosis, and Blood Transfusion (HTBT) of 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Effective November 2020

Update on Thrombotic Microangiopathies 
Invited faculty, THSNA 2020 Thrombosis & Hemostasis Summit of North 
America Virtual Conference, Oct 28, 2020

ISTH Guidelines for Diagnosis and Management of Thrombotic 
Thrombocytopenic Purpura (TTP) 
Invited international speaker at the 3rd Beijing Summit of Thrombosis and 
Haemostasis, Chinese Society of Hematology and Immunology, Oct 10, 2020

First Guideline of ISTH on Diagnosis and Treatment of Thrombotic 
Thrombocytopenic Purpura 
Invited faculty at the International Society on Thrombosis and Hemostasis 
(ISTH) virtual congress, July 12-14, 2020

https://meridian.allenpress.com/aplm/article/144/9s1/e2/443992/Abstracts-and-Case-Studies-for-the-College-of
https://meridian.allenpress.com/aplm/article/144/9s1/e2/443992/Abstracts-and-Case-Studies-for-the-College-of
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/09/stem-cells-offer-new-glimpse-how-placenta-emerges-and-how-fetus-sustaining-organ-can


2020 PUBLICATIONS

SUSHANTA K. BANERJEE, PH.D.
pH-Sensitive nanodrug carriers for 
codelivery of ERK inhibitor and 
gemcitabine enhance the inhibition 
of tumor growth in pancreatic cancer
Ray P, et al. Mol Pharm. Nov 2020

Chemical architecture of block 
copolymers differentially abrogate 
cardiotoxicity and maintain the 
anticancer efficacy of doxorubicin
Abdullah, et al. Mol Pharm. Nov 2020

FARIBA BEHBOD, PHARMD, PH.D.
Postpartum breast cancer 
progression is driven by semaphorin 
7a-mediated invasion and survival.
Tarullo SE, et al. Oncogene. Mar 2020

WENDY CAO, M.D., PH.D.
Coagulation Dysfunction 
Fei, et al. Arch Pathol Lab Med. Oct 2020

WENDY CAO, M.D., PH.D. & 
X. LONG ZHENG, M.D., PH.D.
Factor VIII binding affects the 
mechanical unraveling of the A2 
domain of von Willebrand factor 
Cao, et al. J Thromb Haemost. Jun 2020

XIUXU CHEN, M.D., PH.D. 
Colonic adenocarcinoma at advanced 
stage in adolescence: Report of 2 cases 
Vundamati, et al., Case Rep Pathol. Jul 
2020

NIKKI CHENG, PH.D.
Self-assembling peptide solution 
accelerates hemostasis 
Carter et al., Adv Wound Care (New 
Rochelle). Sep 2020

CCR2 signaling in breast carcinoma 
cells promotes tumor growth 
and invasion by promoting CCL2 
and suppressing CD154 effects 
on the angiogenic and immune 
microenvironments.
Brummer et al., Oncogene. Mar 2020

WEI CUI, M.D.
60S acidic ribosomal protein 
P1 (RPLP1) is elevated in human 
endometriotic tissue and in a murine 

model of endometriosis and is 
essential for endometriotic epithelial 
cell survival in vitro 
Alali, et al., Mol Hum Reprod. Jan 2020

Incidental dedifferentiated 
mediastinal liposarcoma on F-18-
fluciclovine PET/CT 
Boatright et al., Clin Imaging. Jan 2020

FANG FAN, M.D., PH.D.
ASO Visual Abstract: Does Ipsilateral 
Cancer Increase Atypical Ductal 
Hyperplasia Upgrade?  
Amin, et al. Ann Surg Oncol. Dec 2020

Ipsilateral and Concurrent Breast 
Cancer and Atypical Ductal 
Hyperplasia: Does Atypia Also Need 
Surgical Excision? 
Amin, et al. Ann Surg Oncol. Nov 2020

Diagnosis of metastatic adenoid cystic 
carcinoma of the breast on pleural 
fluid cytology in a 60-year-old male  
Hogan KO, Fan F. Diagn Cytopathol. 
Oct 2020

FANG FAN, M.D., PH.D., RASHNA 
MADAN, MBBS, TIMOTHY FIELDS, MD, 
PH.D., ANDREW GODWIN, PH.D. & 
FARIBA BEHBOD, PHARMD, PH.D.
BCL9/STAT3 regulation of 
transcriptional enhancer networks 
promote DCIS progression.  
Elsarraj et al., NPJ Breast Cancer. Apr 
2020

PATRICK E. FIELDS, PH.D.
A proteolytic method for evaluating 
O-GlcNAcylation on proteins
of similar molecular weight
to antibody heavy chain after
immunoprecipitation
Machacek, et al. Anal Biochem. Oct 2020

TIMOTHY A. FIELDS, M.D., PH.D.
Glycogen synthase kinase-3β inhibits 
tubular regeneration in acute 
kidney injury by a FoxM1-dependent 
mechanism 
Sinha, et al. FASEB J. Aug 2020

Epithelial Vasopressin Type-2 
Receptors Regulate Myofibroblasts by 
a YAP-CCN2-Dependent Mechanism 
in Polycystic Kidney Disease 

Dwivedi, et al. J Am Soc Nephrol. 
Aug 2020

Inhibition of Endothelial PHD2 
Suppresses Post-Ischemic Kidney 
Inflammation through Hypoxia-
Inducible Factor-1  
Rajendran, et al. J Am Soc Nephrol. 
Mar 2020 

Claudin-2 deficiency associates with 
hypercalciuria in mice and human 
kidney stone disease 
Curry JN, et al. J Clin Invest. Apr 1, 2020

Dietary phosphate restriction attenuates 
polycystic kidney disease in mice 
Omede, et al., Am J Physiol Renal 
Physiol. Jan 2020

GARTH R. FRAGA, M.D.
Cutaneous metastasis of esophageal 
adenocarcinoma presenting as 
telangiectatic metastatic carcinoma 
demonstrating intravascular 
proliferation of tumor emboli 
Young, et al. JAAD Case Rep. Aug 2020

Erythematous plaques on a tattoo 
Jibbe, et al. Cutis. Jun 2020

Skin wrinkling of the upper arms: a 
case of mid-dermal elastolysis 
Hoang, et al. Dermatol Online J. Apr 2020

A Rare Case of Adenosine Deaminase 
2 Deficiency Presenting With 
Temporal Arteritis 
Dimachkie, et al. J Clin Rheumatol. Apr 
2020

Cutaneous metastases from esophageal 
adenocarcinoma on the scalp 
Tarantino, et al. Cutis. Mar 2020

Smooth Papules on the Left Hand 
Hanson, et al. Cutis. Feb 2020

Plasmacytoid dendritic cells in 
keratoacanthoma and squamous cell 
carcinoma: A blinded study of CD123 
as a diagnostic marker 
Fraga GR, et al. J Cutan Pathol. Jan 2020 

Compliance with Standards for STARD 
2015 Reporting Recommendations in 
Pathology 
Hogan KO, Fraga GR. Am J Clin Pathol. 
Nov 2020 

A smartphone application to 
improve the precision of biopsy site 
identification: A proof-of-concept study 
DaCunha, et al. Health Informatics J. 
Mar 2020



ELIZABETH J. FRIEDMAN, M.D.
Hemorrhagic Synovitis of the First 
Metatarsophalangeal Joint: A Case 
Report 
Ensminger WP, et al. JBJS Case 
Connect. Jul-Sep 2020

LINLIN GAO, MBBS, AZHAR SAEED. 
M.D., SHIVANI GOLEM, PH.D., DA
ZHANG, M.D., JANET WOODROOF,
M.D., JOSEPH MCGUIRK,DO & WEI
CUI, M.D.
High-level MYC expression associates 
with poor survival in patients 
with acute myeloid leukemia and 
collaborates with overexpressed p53 
in leukemic transformation in patients 
with myelodysplastic syndrome 
Gao, et al. Int J Lab Hematol. Aug 2020

NIKA GLOYESKE, M.D. 
A rare case of group A streptococcal 
toxic-shock syndrome in a 
postpartum ado-lescent leading to 
multi-organ failure 
Cortez, et al. Clin Case Rep. Mar 2020

ANDREW K. GODWIN, PH.D.& 
SHIVANI GOLEM, PH.D.
Acute myeloid leukemia or 
myelodysplastic syndrome with 
chromosome 17 abnormalities and 
long-term outcomes with or without 
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation 
Britt, et al. Leuk Res. Aug 2020

ANDREW K. GODWIN, PH.D.
Phase I Study to Evaluate Two 
Doses of Wharton’s Jelly-Derived 
Mesenchymal Stem Cells for the 
Treatment of De Novo High Risk 
Acute or Steroid Refractory Acute 
Graft versus Host Disease 
Soder, et al., Stem Cell Rev Rep. Oct 2020 

Polygenic Risk Scores and Breast 
and Epithelial Ovarian Cancer Risks 
for Carriers of BRCA1 and BRCA2 
Pathogenic Variants   
Barnes, et al., Genetics in Medicine. Oct 2020

Gastrointestinal Stromal 
Tumors (GISTs): From Molecular 
Pathogenesis to Therapy 

Baranda, et al. Handbook of Therapeutic 
Biomarkers in Cancer, 2nd addition

Targeting Progesterone Signaling 
Prevents Metastatic Ovarian Cancer. 
Kim, et al. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. (USA). 
2020.

Ewing sarcoma family of tumors-
derived small extracellular vesicle 
proteomics identify potential clinical 
biomarkers 
Samuel, et al. Oncotarget. Aug 2020

Characterization of the Cancer 
Spectrum in Men with Germline 
BRCA1 and BRCA2 Pathogenic 
Variants: Results From the 
Consortium of Investigators of 
Modifiers of BRCA1/2 (CIMBA) 
Silvestri, et al. JAMA Oncol. Aug 2020

Consortium of Investigators of 
Modifiers of BRCA and BRCA2. 
Polygenic risk scores and breast 
and epithelial ovarian cancer risks 
for carriers of BRCA1 and BRCA2 
pathogenic variants 
Barnes, et al. Genet Med. Oct 2020

Proteogenomic Characterization 
Reveals Therapeutic Vulnerabilities in 
Lung Adenocarcinoma. 
Gillette, et al., Cell, July 2020

WNT and inflammatory signaling 
distinguish human Fallopian tube 
epithelial cell populations 
Rose, et al. Sci Rep. Jun 2020

Genome-wide association study 
identifies 32 novel breast cancer 
susceptibility loci from overall and 
subtype-specific analyses.   
Zhang, et al, Nature Genetics, Jun 2020

Overcoming Wnt/β-catenin 
dependent anti-cancer therapy 
resistance in leukemia stem cells 
Perry, et al., Nature Cell Biology, Jun 2020

Pharmacologic Ascorbate Induces 
“BRCAness” and Enhances Effects 
of Poly(ADP-Ribose) Polymerase 
Inhibitors against BRCA1/2 Wild-
type Ovarian Cancer.
Ma, et al., Oncology Letters, Apr 2020

Analysis of pre- and post-treatment 
tissues from the SWOG S0800 trial 
reveals an effect of neoadjuvant 
chemotherapy on the breast cancer 
genome 
Powles et al., Clinical Cancer Research, 
Apr 2020

Reducing Ovarian Cancer 
Mortality Through Early Detection: 
Approaches using Circulating 
Biomarkers
Trinidad et al., Cancer Prevention 
Research, (Phila). Mar  2020

Transcriptome-Wide Association 
Study of Breast Cancer by 
Estrogen-Receptor Status. Genetic 
Epidemiology 
Feng H, et al., Genetic Epidemiology. 
March 2020.

Microfluidic Device for On-
Chip Immunophenotyping and 
Cytogenetic Analysis of Rare 
Biological Cells
Weerakoon-Ratnayake, et al., Cell, Feb 
2020

Proteogenomic Characterization 
Reveals Therapeutic Vulnerabilities 
in Lung Adenocarcinoma.
Dou et al., Cell, Feb 2020

Association of Genomic Domains 
in BRCA1 and BRCA2 with Prostate 
Cancer Rish and Aggressiveness. 
Cancer Research 
Patel V, et al., Cancer Res. Feb 2020

Fine-mapping of 150 breast cancer 
risk regions identifies 191 likely 
target genes.  
Fachal et al., Nature Genetics, Jan 2020

PRATIK HOME, PH.D., M.A. KARIM 
RUMI, MBBS, PH.D. & SOUMEN 
PAUL, PH.D.
TEAD4 ensures postimplantation 
development by promoting trophoblast 
self-renewal: An implication in early 
human pregnancy loss 
Saha, et al. Proc Natl Acad Sci (USA). 
Jul 020. The paper is also highlighted 
by PNAS in a separate commentary, 
you can read it here: pubmed.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/32788372/

KHURSHEED IQBAL, PH.D. & 
MICHAEL SOARES, PH.D 
Catechol-O-methyltransferase and 
pregnancy outcome: An appraisal in rat 
Iqbal, et al. Reprod Science. Oct 2020

ROY A. JENSEN, M.D.
OPTIK: a database for understanding 
catchment areas to guide 
mobilization of cancer center assets.  
Mudaranthakam, et al. Database 
(Oxford). Jan 2020



Randomized phase II trial of 
anthracycline-free and anthracycline-
containing neoadjuvant carboplatin 
chemotherapy regimens in stage 
I-III triple-negative breast cancer
(NeoSTOP).
Sharma P, et al. Clin Cancer Res. Nov 
2020

Photodegradable Hydrogels for 
Rapid Screening, Isolation, and 
Genetic Characterization of Bacteria 
with Rare Phenotypes.
Fattahi N, et al. Biomacromolecules. 
Aug 2020

Diphenylbutylpiperidine 
Antipsychotic Drugs Inhibit 
Prolactin Receptor Signaling to 
Reduce Growth of Pancreatic Ductal 
Adenocarcinoma in Mice.
Dandawate P, et al. Gastroenterology. 
Apr 2020

Disclose and Manage Conflicts of 
Interest at Cancer Centers. 
Jensen RA, et al. JAMA Intern Med. 
Jan 2020

Cucurbitacin B and I inhibits colon 
cancer growth by targeting the 
Notch signaling pathway.
Dandawate, et al. Sci Rep. Jan 2020

RASHNA MADAN, MBBS
Survival Outcomes of Pancreatic 
Intraepithelial Neoplasm (PanIN) 
versus Intraductal Papillary Mucinous 
Neoplasm (IPMN) Associated 
Pancreatic Adenocarcinoma 
McGinnis, et al. J Clin Med. Sep 2020

DNA repair gene expression is 
increased in HPV positive head and 
neck squamous cell carcinomas 
Holcomb, et al. Virology. Sep 2020

Preoperative Screening of 
Colorectal Cancers Is As Accurate 
As Postoperative Screening for 
Detection of Lynch Syndrome 
Harrigan, et al. Clin Gastroenterol 
Hepatol. Sep 2020

HARSH PATHAK, PH.D. & ANDREW K. 
GODWIN, PH.D.
Adherent Cell Depletion Promotes the 
Expansion of Renal Cell Carcinoma 
Infiltrating T cells with Optimal 
Characteristics for Adoptive Transfer 
Braun, et al. Journal for 
ImmunoTherapy of Cancer. Oct 2020

Epithelial-stromal communication via 
CXCL1-CXCR2 interaction stimulates 
growth of ovarian cancer cells 
through p38 activation 
Park, et al. Cell Oncol (Dordr). Sep 2020

DANIEL METTMAN, M.D., RASHNA 
MADAN, MBBS, MAURA O’NEIL, M.D., 
SARAH KELTING, M.D., KATIE DENNIS, 
M.D. & FANG FAN, M.D., PH.D.
The utility of immunohistochemical 
testing for mismatch repair proteins 
in fine needle aspiration specimens of 
pancreatic adenocarcinoma 
Mettman, et al. Ann Diagn Pathol. Aug 
2020

ANDERS MEYER, M.D. 
Diagnostic utility of a Custom 34-gene 
anchored multiplex PCR-based next-
generation sequencing fusion panel 
for the diagnosis of bone and soft 
tissue neoplasms with identification 
of novel USP6 fusion partners in 
aneurysmal bone cysts 
Dermawan JK, et al. Arch Pathol Lab 
Med. Nov 2020

Review and update in the diagnosis of 
peripheral nerve sheath tumors  
Meyer A. Curr Opin Neurol. Oct 2020

What’s new in nerve sheath tumors  
Meyer A, Billings SD., Virchows Arch. 
Jan 2020

Long-term continuous flow 
mechanical biventricular support: 9 
years and counting  
Gude E, et al. Interact Cardiovasc 
Thorac Surg. Jan 2020

CHRISTOPHE P. NICOT, PH.D. 
Loss of FBXW7-mediated degradation 
of BRAF elicits resistance to BET 
inhibitors in adult T cell leukemia cells 
Yeh, et al. Mol Cancer. Sep 2020

RNA-seq reveals novel CircRNAs 
involved in breast cancer progression 
and patient therapy response 
Nicot C. Mol Cancer. Apr 2020

MAURA O’NEIL, M.D.
Suppression of pancreatic cancer liver 
metastasis by secretion-deficient ITIH5 

Young, et al. Br J Cancer. Oct 7, 2020

Hepatocellular Protein Arginine 
Methyltransferase 1 Suppresses 
Alcohol-Induced Hepatocellular 
Carcinoma Formation by Inhibition of 
Inducible Nitric Oxide Synthase 
Zhao, et al. Hepatol Commun. Mar 2020

Targeting the vasopressin type-2 
receptor for renal cell carcinoma 
therapy 
Sinha, et al., Oncogene. Feb 2020

SOUMEN PAUL, PH.D.
Atypical Protein Kinase C iota 
(PKCλ/ι) Ensures Mammalian 
Development by Establishing the 
Maternal-Fetal Exchange Interface 
Bhattacharya, et al. Proc. Natl. Acad. 
Sci. (USA) Jun 2020

FRED PLAPP, M.D., PH.D. & 
WEI CUI, M.D.
Flow Cytometric, Morphologic, and 
Laboratory Comparative Study in 
Patients With Leukocytosis and 
Cytopenia 
Rivas, et al. Am J Clin Pathol.  
Feb 2020

REGINA PLUMMER, DO, SARAH 
KELTING, M.D., RASHNA MADAN, 
MBBS, MAURA O’NEIL, M.D., KATIE 
DENNIS, M.D. & FANG FAN, M.D.
Triaging of pleural effusion cytology 
specimens for ancillary flow 
cytometric analysis 
Plummer, et al. J Am Soc Cytopathol. 
Nov-Dec 2020.

M.A. KARIM RUMI, MBBS, PH.D.
A Gatekeeping Role of ESR2 to 
Maintain the Primordial Follicle 
Reserve 
Chakravarthi, et al., Endocrinology. 
Apr 2020

MICHAEL SOARES, PH.D.
SATB1 promotion of trophoblast stem 
cell renewal through regulation of 
threonine dehydrogenase 
Kubota, et al. Biochim Biophys Acta 
Gen Subj. Oct 2020



Poorly controlled diabetes mellitus 
alters placental structure, efficiency, 
and plasticity 
Nteeba, et al. BMJ Open Diabetes Res 
Care. Jun 2020

JAY L. VIVIAN, PH.D.
Genetic interaction of mammalian 
IFT-A paralogs regulates cilia 
disassembly, ciliary entry of 
membrane protein, Hedgehog 
signaling, and embryogenesis  
Wang W, et al. FASEB J. May 2020

In Vivo Validation of CRISPR 
Reagents in Preimplantation Mouse 
Embryos  
Larson MA, et al., Methods Mol Biol. 
2020

Reprogramming of Primary Human 
Cells to Induced Pluripotent Stem 
Cells Using Sendai Virus 
Draper JM, Vivian JL. Methods Mol 
Biol. 2020

MICHAEL WASHBURN, PH.D.
Differential Complex Formation via 
Paralogs in the Human Sin3 Protein 
Interaction Network 
Adams, et al. Mol Cell Proteomics.  
Sep 2020

Identification of stem cells from large 
cell populations with topological 
scoring 
Sardiu, et al., Mol Omics. Sep 2020

Author Correction: Merkel cell 
polyomavirus activates LSD1-
mediated blockade of non-canonical 
BAF to regulate transformation and 
tumorigenesis 
Park, et al. Nat Cell Biol. Jun 2020

Merkel cell polyomavirus activates 
LSD1-mediated blockade of 
non-canonical BAF to regulate 
transformation and tumorigenesis 
Park, et al. Nat Cell Biol. May 2020

Integrative Modeling of a Sin3/HDAC 
Complex Sub-structure  
Banks, et al., Cell Rep, Apr 2020

A Systems Chemoproteomic Analysis 
of Acyl-CoA/Protein Interaction 
Networks 
Levy et al., Cell Chem Biol. Mar 2020

The role of Mediator and Little 
Elongation Complex in transcription 
termination 
Takahashi et al., Nat Commun. Feb 2020

The chromatin bound proteome of 
the human malaria parasite  
Batugedara, et al., Microb Genom. Feb 
2020

STRIPAK directs PP2A activity toward 
MAP4K4 to promote oncogenic 
transformation of human cells 
Kim et al., Elife. Jan 2020

JANET WOODROOF, M.D.
Pathology protocol increases lymph 
node yield in neck dissection for oral 
cavity squamous cell carcinoma 
Holcomb, et al. Head Neck. Jun 2020

Chronic myeloid leukaemia, BCR-
ABL1-positive, in accelerated phase 
with marked eosinophilia with 
eosinophil atypia 
Richardson, et al. Br J Haematol. Mar 2020 

ZHAN YE, M.D., PH.D., FCAP
Comparison of the platelet 
activation status of single-donor 
platelets obtained with two different 
cell separator technologies 
Millar, et al. Transfusion. Jul 2020

Immune thrombocytopenia purpura 
secondary to COVID-19  
Bennet, et al., Cureus. Jul 2020

ZHAN YE, M.D., PH.D., FCAP, LAURIE 
WOLF, DANIEL METTMAN, M.D., 
FRED PLAPP, M.D., PH.D.
Risk of RBC alloimmunization in 
multiple myeloma patients treated 
by Daratumumab 
Ye Z, et al. Vox Sang. 2020 Feb

DA ZHANG, M.D., MSC
Metastatic Plasmacytoid Bladder 
Cancer Harboring a CDH-1 Mutation 
and Producing High Levels of CA 19-9. 
A Case Report and Literature Review 
Telfah, et al. Am J Case Rep. Jul 9, 2020

DA ZHANG, M.D., MSC & WEI CUI, M.D. 
Flow Cytometric Analysis of 
Monocytes and Granulocytes May Be 
Useful in the Dis-tinction of Myeloid 
Neoplasms from Reactive Conditions: 
A Single Institution Experience and 
Literature Review 
Brown, et al. Ann Clin Lab Sci. May 2020

X. LONG ZHENG, M.D., PH.D.
Plasma levels of S100A8/A9, histone/
DNA complexes, and cell-free DNA 
predict adverse outcomes of immune 
thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura 
Sui, et al., J Thromb Haemost. Nov 2020

Exome Sequencing Identifies 
Abnormalities in Glycosylation 
and ANKRD36C in Patients with 
Immune-Mediated Thrombotic 
Thrombocytopenic Purpura  
Basu, et al. J Thromb Haemost. Nov 2020

Elevated plasma levels of syndecan-1 
and soluble thrombomodulin predict 
adverse outcomes in thrombotic 
thrombocytopenic purpura 
Lu, et al. Blood Advances. Nov 2020

Good practice statements (GPS) 
for the clinical care of patients with 
thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpur 
Zheng XL, et al. J Thromb Haemost.  
Aug 2020

ISTH guidelines for diagnosis of 
thrombotic thrombocytopenic 
purpura 
Zheng XL, et al. J Thromb Haemost. 
Jul 15, 2020. 18:2486–2495

ISTH guidelines for treatment of 
thrombotic thrombocytopenic 
purpura 

Zheng XL, et al. J Thromb Haemost. 
Jul 17, 2020. 18:2496–2502

LIANG ZHENG, PH.D, WENDY CAO, 
M.D., PH.D. & X. LONG ZHENG, M.D.,
PH.D.
Histone-induced thrombotic 
thrombocytopenic purpura in 
adamts13-/- zebrafish depends on von 
Willebrand factor
Zheng L, et al. Haematologica. Apr 2020
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